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Because of the growth of Sao Paulo City the
region normally associated with the cultivation of vegetables
(The "Green Belt") moved further from the City. This study
tries to discover the extent of this movement, the factors
that Eaused it and their possiblie influence on prices.

Qur line of enquiry was suggested by the theory
of "Isolated State" of von Thidnen.

For the vegetable growing region seven products
were considered: lettuce, kale, cabbage, squash, carrot, pi
mento and tomato.

The data used was the volume delivered, subdi
vided by origin, at the "Entreposto Terminal" in Sao Paulo,
for the period 1973-80. Five concentric regions (A, B, C, D
and E) around the Capital were considered and for each year
the contribution of each region to the total volume was ob
tained. The rate of growth by origin and product was also ob
tained.

The results show that the regions producing

lettuce, kale and cabbage did not move from the consuming
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centre as much as the others. Most movement was seen with to
mato and pimento. These latter products are the least
perishable and therefore survive transportation better. This
results is consistent with von Thdnen's theory.

One of the factors causing displacement was the

rise in land prices. Closer to the centre (regions A and B)

land prices experienced greater increases and the volume of
products from these regions dropped off or stopped growing.
An increase in the volume of products offered was obtained

from the more distant regions (C, D and E}. Here land prices
experienced smaller increases.

Other factors also contributed to the dis
placement of the Green Belt. For example, water became po
1luted and could not be used for irrigation.

The movement of the production zone resulted in
higher comercialization costs for vegetables due to the cost
of transfer,

Wholesale prices of vegetables products dropped.
This drop would have been higher, however, if transportation

costs had not increased.



